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Education is what transforms a crude rock into a 
polished diamond. It refines the thinking and 
actions of people and molds them to be citizens 
who contribute positively to society. The 
importance of education is now acknowledged 

by all levels of society and everyone is willing to take extra 
measures to embrace it. The old saying, ‘you cannot teach an 
old dog new tricks’ is unfounded in today’s world. Be it the 
child of a farmer or a seasoned worker at a factory, education 
has something for everyone.

However, in this day and age, it is irrational to expect 
that the archaic teaching methods of the past can prove to be 
effective. The field of education has evolved just as rapidly as 
all other industries. Smart classrooms and cloud computing 
have developed an inherently different system of education. 
Students can access customized learning programs from their 
portable devices, tailor-made to suit their acumen. Lessons are 
designed to provide real-world insights and make learning a fun 
and fulfilling exercise. 

Not limited only to schools, industries all across are using 
technology to provide their workers with comprehensive 
training modules. With interactive videos and virtual 

laboratories, the practical side of education is integrated into 
the learning process. Technology is also making it possible 
to address the needs of differently abled learners, creating an 
inclusive environment where everyone is given an opportunity 
think, learn and grow.

This edition of CIOReview presents to you, 20 most 
promising Education Technology Providers 2018, featuring 
solution and service providers who are radically transforming 
the field of education. Over the past few months, a distinguished 
panel of CEOs, CIOs, VCs and the editorial team of CIOReview 
have reviewed companies in the Education Technology sector 
and have shortlisted the forerunners who are meeting the 
challenges of the industry head-on.

The companies shortlisted have exhibited a penchant 
for excellent work ethics, display in-depth business process 
knowledge and implement revolutionary strategies in the 
domain of education technology. This listing will provide 
insights as to how these solutions can be applied in real-world 
situations and how they can add value to organizations that are 
facing challenges in this area. 

We present to you, “20 Most Promising Education 
Technology Solution Providers - 2018”. 
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RaaWee K12 Solutions
Preventing Chronic Absenteeism and Truancy at Public Schools 

O ur education system is 
reliant on students attending 
school. Absenteeism results 
in lower grades, lower 

self-esteem, dropping out, giving up, 
and criminal activities. Missing School 
affects the potential of our children and 
in the end, our country. 

According to a recent data released 
by the Dept. of Education, 13 percent of 
the students nationally were chronically 
absent in 2013-2014 school year. That’s 
one in every eight students missing 
more than 10 percent of the learning 
time. For several hundreds of thousands, 
this percentage for missing school is 
significantly higher. 

It’s not that districts across the 
country are not doing anything to 
improve student attendance. From having 
specialized departments to address 
truancy and chronic absenteeism to 
having access to social services programs 
to defining clear-cut policies, they apply 
several methods to engage with students 
facing attendance challenges. And 
when you see the data, one is forced to 
think, why is that? Why do we still have 
1 in every 8 students with less than 90  
percent attendance? 

Just like one cannot build a house 
with just a hammer, schools cannot 
counter absenteeism just with Student 
Information System aka SIS, which is 
currently being used primarily across 
the country. SISs provide extraordinary 
help for the purpose that they are built 
for, such as performance assessment, 
health records, demographics, taking 
attendance, scheduling, enrollment, etc. 
They do provide some reports related 
to district’s and site’s attendance, but 
none of the SIS provides comprehensive 
capabilities that schools need to prevent, 
detect, intervene, document, and track 
chronic absenteeism and truancy. 

Chronic Absenteeism and Truancy 
are Nation’s Hidden Education Crisis 

It is common for schools to keep 
putting efforts every year to encourage 
regular attendance, because absenteeism 
is a challenge that is renewed each year 
with new student population or due to the 
newer circumstances that are faced by the 
students and families. In the absence of a 
fully connected collaboration tool that is 
specifically built to help schools prevent, 
detect, intervene, document and track 
absenteeism patterns, many times their 

efforts do not bring the desired attendance 
improvement goals to fruition.

After doing a lot of research and 
interviewing hundreds of practitioners 
across the country, I recognized the need 
for an enterprise software for districts, the 
need for a comprehensive system to help 
schools eliminate chronic absenteeism 
and reduce truancy. And this triggered 
the development of RaaWee K12 Truancy 
& Dropout Prevention System (TDPS). 
This is the only collaboration software 
for absenteeism prevention available 
in the whole nation which is highly 
robust, extremely intuitive, and fully 
customizable for any district of any size. 

Districts that have started using 
RaaWee K12 TDPS are already seeing 
the benefits of using this technology from 
the very first semester in use. Personally, 
I get a huge sense of satisfaction when I 
see these districts immensely enjoying 
using TDPS and benefiting from it from 
the get-go. TDPS has enabled them to 
close the performance gaps amongst 
students by encouraging them to attend 
school regularly. With TDPS in place, 
districts are able to increase the learning 
time for students, increase their funding 
associated to attendance improvement, 
and are able to enhance their student and 
family engagement strategies with lesser 
resources at a much lower cost. 

Beneficiaries of RaaWee K12 TDPS 
are Students, Families, School Districts, 
Communities, Cities, and our Country. 

The positive outcomes of 
implementing this very simple 
collaboration tool are extraordinary: 
good grades, self-confidence, skills 
development, positive contribution 
to society. Becoming Entrepreneurs, 
Teachers, Engineers, Architects, 
Doctors, Pharmacists, Lawyers, Law 
enforcers, Inventors, and the possibilities  
become infinite. 

The positive outcomes of 
implementing this very 
simple collaboration 
tool are extraordinary: 
good grades, self-
confidence, skills 
development, positive 
contribution to societySaleem Qazi
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BlocksCAD
Engaging Students with 3D Learning
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B locksCAD helps educators at the intersection of math, 
coding, and design. 

Realizing the challenges of the existing 
commercial CAD (computer aided design) software 

from an academic perspective, Solomon Menashi, CEO; 
and Jennie Yoder CTO, founded BlocksCAD and created 
the BlocksCAD for Education platform to address the needs 
that teachers and students encounter when using 3D printers  
and makerspaces. 

Adopting the novel approach of employing block-based 
coding, Menashi and Yoder designed a state-of-the-art parametric 
CAD software tool to assist students in making 3D models 
while also helping teachers integrate CAD into existing math, 
coding, and science curriculum. “Our unique value proposition 
lies in empowering educators to enhance their teaching with 
3D printers, whereby we effectively bridge the gap between 
the engagement that technology offers and student learning,”  
states Menashi.

Because it can be used with younger students (3rd - 8th 
grade), BlocksCAD develops a mathematical & computational 
mindset at a young age and helps lay an intuitive sense of 
computer science. Students code their own models that can be 
printed on any 3D printer. What makes BlocksCAD appealing 
is its ease of use—the block-based tool can be used by students 
as young as eight years old to create simple geometric models 
while also supporting sophisticated designs based on functions, 
logic, loops, and modules to challenge students in high school 
and beyond. 

BlocksCAD is a cloud-based, device-neutral, interface that 
can be accessed from Chromebook, MacBook, tablet, laptop, 
and desktop. “Students can build models on our website and 

save them in the pre-provided cloud storage and can access them 
from any device or location with just an internet connection. 
BlocksCAD is also 3D printer agnostic, wherein the images 
are saved in a format that is compatible with any 3D printer,” 
explains Menashi.

The BlocksCAD for Education product provides an educator 
with standards-aligned curriculum, classroom management 
features and actionable data functionalities that help them 
support student learning. In addition, BlocksCAD offers multiple 
professional development and training options to support schools 
and districts.

Menashi illustrates a pilot with the Boston Public School 
district where BlocksCAD was used as a tool for both 3D 
printing and coding. Teachers were able to leverage personal 
development opportunities and implement BlocksCAD widely 
in their classrooms. The BlocksCAD software is helping Boston 
schools succeed in driving significant student engagement 
through their initiative to integrate more hands-on learning in 
their education system.

Forging a compelling success path, BlocksCAD is looking 
to extend their platform with augmented reality (AR) and 
virtual reality (VR) education integration to create and design 
models with the BlocksCAD and export those directly into VR 
environments. “We are also looking to grow internationally and 
are currently working with companies in Spain and Germany 
to help support BlocksCAD in their schools. We have around 
80,000 users all over the world with multiple language support 
as well,” asserts Menashi. 

Our unique value proposition is that we 
empower educators to enhance their 
teaching with 3D printers, whereby we 
effectively bridge the gap between the 
engagements that technology offers 
and student learning

Solomon Menashi
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